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If The Literary Digest were conducting a poll at the present time *+- the actual figures would
be in the neighborhood of 44 per cent for Roosevelt and 56 per cent for Landon.
( The New York Times. 1936, Jul. 19 )
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The Institute’s successive samples in 1936 averaged from 25,000 to 40,000 replies, and in



states where the campaign promised to be close, the proportion of ballots was increased. Most
of the Institute’s ballots were collected by mail in 1936, augmented by direct interviews from

groups which failed to respond to mailed ballots.
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On the matter of adequacy, Gallup found that his returns showed a high degree of stabilization
with a national send-out of 100,000 ballots. Talking the return from both mail and personal
interview canvases, each complete sample would therefore be based on from 25,000 to 40,000
replies. During the 1936 Presidential campaign, the send-out was materially increased in
states in which the political race was thought to be close, the final reports of the American

Institute of Public Opinion being based on approximately 125,000 replies.
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In fact, George Gallup was just setting up his survey organization. Using his own methods, he
drew a sample of 3000 people and predicted what the Digest predictions were going to be ---
well in advance of their publication --- with an error of only one percentage point. Using
another sample of about 50,000 people, he correctly the Roosevelt victory, although his

prediction of Roosevelt’s share of the vote was off by quite a bit.
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